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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 6-12-2001 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)£3 This action is non-final. 
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6) KI Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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1 . Claims 1-20 are pending. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected. 

Specification 

3. This application make reference to a 1994 interface in paragraph 12, it is 
assumed the applicants are referring to a 1394 interface. A proper Correction is 
required. 

4. This application is lacking the Brief Summary of the Invention. And appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

7. The term "unwritable" in claim 17 is a relative term which renders the claim 
indefinite. The term "unwritable" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not 
provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the 
art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. (The interpretation 
of unwritable can be construed in multiple ways from CD-ROM or Zip device that is 
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locked and prevented from being written to (See Paragraph 10 of Specification) or a 
CD-ROM, which cannot be written to (See Paragraph 13 of Specification). For the 
purposes of this office action an unwritable device is any device that is currently 
prevented from being written to for example, a Zip device that has been locked and 
prevented from being writing to or a hard drive that is accessible in read-only mode). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-12, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Blumenau et al. referred to as Blumenau for the purposes of this office action (U.S. 
Patent 6,665,714). 

9. For claim 1 , Blumenau teaches, a method comprising: 

detecting attachment of a shared resource to a server; (see Blumenau, Col. 6 line 62 to 
Col.7line12) 
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querying the shared resource for a share indicator; and (see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 20- 
25 and Col. 9 lines 35-59) 

applying share allocation defined by the share indicator if the share indicator is present, 
(see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 25-31) 

10. For claim 2, Blumenau teaches, the method of Claim 1 wherein querying 
comprises; 

determining if a share directory is present on the shared resource; and 

determining if a share file is in the share directory, (see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 24-31) 

1 1 . For claim 3, Blumenau teaches, the method of Claim 2 wherein queuing further 
comprises; 

determining if a checksum file exists in the share directory; and 

validating a checksum in the checksum file, (see Blumenau, Col. 16 lines 28-40) 

12. For claim 4, Blumenau teaches, the method of Claim 1 further comprising: 
creating a share indicator on the shared resource if the share indicator is not present, 
(see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 15-20 and Col. 9 lines 35-59) 

13. For claim 5, Blumenau teaches, the method of Claim 4 wherein creating 
comprises: 

creating a share directory on the shared resource; and 
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creating a share file in the share directory, (see Blumenau, Col. 6 lines 42-61) 

14. For claim 6, Blumenau teaches, the method of Claim 5 wherein creating further 
comprises: 

creating a checksum file in the share directory; and 

writing a checksum in the checksum file, (see Blumenau, Col. 16 lines 28-40) 

15. For claim 7, Blumenau teaches, a computer readable storage media containing 
executable computer program instructions which when executed cause a digital 
processing system to perform a method comprising: 

detecting attachment of a shared resource to a server; (see Blumenau, Col. 6 line 62 to 
Col. 7 line 12) 

querying the shared resource for a share indicator; and (see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 20- 
25 and Col. 9 lines 35-59) 

applying share allocation defined by the share indicator if the share indicator is present, 
(see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 24-31) 

16. For claim 8, Blumenau teaches, the computer readable storage media of Claim 7 
which when executed cause a digital processing system to perform a method further 
comprising: 

determining if a share directory is present on the shared resource; and 
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determining if a share file is in the share directory, (see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 24-31 
and Col. 9 lines 35-59) 

17. For claim 9, Blumenau teaches, the computer readable storage media of Claim 8 
which when executed cause a digital processing system to perform a method further 
comprising: 

determining if a checksum file exists in the share directory; and 

validating a checksum in the checksum file, (see Blumenau, Col. 16 lines 28-40) 

18. For claim 10, Blumenau teaches, the computer readable storage media of Claim 
7 which when executed cause a digital processing system to perform a method further 
comprising: 

creating a share indicator on the shared resource if the share indicator is not present, 
(see Blumenau, Col. 6 lines 42-61 and Col. 9 35-59) 

1 9. For claim 1 1 , Blumenau teaches, the computer readable storage media of Claim 
10 which when executed cause a digital processing system to perform a method further 
comprising: 

creating a share directory on the shared resource; and 

creating a share file in the share directory, (see Blumenau, Col. 6 lines 42-61 and Col. 9 
lines 39-59) 
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20. For claim 12, Blumenau teaches, the computer readable storage media of Claim 
1 1 which when executed cause a digital processing system to perform a method further 
comprising: 

creating a checksum file in the share directory; and 

writing a checksum in the checksum file, (see Blumenau, Col. 16 lines 28-40) 

21 . For claim 19, Blumenau teaches, a method comprising: 

maintaining a descriptor table on a server in a non-volatile memory for a plurality of 
known devices; (see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 33-38) 

detecting attachment of a device to the server; (see Blumenau, Col. 6 line 62 to Col. 7 
line 12) 

determining if the device is one of the plurality of known devices; and (see Blumenau, 
Col. 5 lines 20-25) 

applying a share allocation from the descriptor table upon attachment if the device is 
one of the plurality of known devices, (see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 25-31) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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22. Claims 13-15 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Blumenau (U.S. Patent 6,665,714) in view of Russell (U.S. Patent 
5,841,991). 

23. For claim 13, Blumenau teaches, a system comprising: 
a processor; (see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 22-32) 

a non-volatile storage unit coupled to the processor, the non-volatile storage unit to a 
memory coupled to the processor to store a shared resource table to identify share 
allocation of shared devices coupled to the system, (see Blumenau, Col. 8 lines 42-58) 

Blumenau fails to teach, store a descriptor table having an entry identifying share 
allocation for a known storage free device; and 

Russell teaches, store a descriptor table having an entry identifying share allocation for 
a known storage free device; and (see Russell, Col. 4 lines 31^53) 

It would be obvious of one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the system of Blumenau with the method of Russell because it allows the 
peripheral to be a responsive, intelligent member of a network, (see Russell, Col. 2 lines 
20-24) 
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24. For claim 14, Blumenau-Russell teaches, the system of Claim 13 further 
comprising: 

a writable shared resource coupled to the processor, the writable shared 

resource containing a share directory, (see Blumenau, Col. 6 lines 42-61), The same 

motivation that was utilizes in the rejection of claim 13, applies equally as well to claim 

14. 

25. For claim 15, Blumenau-Russell teaches, the system of Claim 14 wherein the 
share directory contains: 

a share file; and (see Blumenau, Col. 6 lines 42-61) 

a check sum file, (see Blumenau, Col. 16 lines 28-40), The same motivation that was 
utilizes in the rejection of claim 13 and 14, applies equally as well to claim 15. 

26. For claim 17, Blumenau-Russell teaches, the system of Claim 13 further 
comprising: 

an unwritable shared resource wherein the processor detects connection of the 
unwritable shared resource and automatically adds an entry to the descriptor table 
responsive to the connection, (see Russell, Col. 4 lines 31-53) , The same motivation 
that was utilizes in the rejection of claim 13, applies equally as well to claim 17. 

27. For claim 18, Blumenau-Russell teaches, the system of Claim 13 further 
comprising: 
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a writable shared resource wherein the processor detects connection of the writable 
shared resource and automatically adds an entry to the shared resources table 
responsive to the connection, (see Blumenau, Col. 6 lines 42-61) , The same motivation 
that was utilizes in the rejection of claim 13, applies equally as well to claim 18. 



28. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
Blumenau-Russell as applied to claim 13, in further view of Fisher et al. referred to as 
Fisher for the purposes of this office action (U.S. Patent 6,513,101). 

29. For claim 16, Blumenau teaches, a system comprising: 
a processor; (see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 22-32) 

a non-volatile storage unit coupled to the processor, the non-volatile storage unit to a 
memory coupled to the processor to store a shared resource table to identify share 
allocation of shared devices coupled to the system, (see Blumenau, Col. 8 lines 42-58) 

Blumenau fails to teach, store a descriptor table having an entry identifying share 
allocation for a known storage free device; and 

Russell teaches, store a descriptor table having an entry identifying share allocation for 
a known storage free device; and (see Russell, Col. 4 lines 31-53) 
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It would be obvious of one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the system of Blumenau with the method of Russell because it allows the 
peripheral to be a responsive, intelligent member of a network, (see Russell, Col. 2 lines 
20-24) 

Blumenau-Russell fails to teach, the system of Claim 13 wherein the processor ages out 
the entry if the known device is not present for a period of time. 

Fisher teaches, the system of Claim 13 wherein the processor ages out the entry if the 
known device is not present for a period of time, (see Fisher, Col. 7 lines 6-20 ) 

It would be obvious of one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the system of Blumenau with the methods of Russell and Fisher because 
Fisher describes a storage library manger witch reduces the amount of wasted space, 
(see Col. 2 lines 16-20 and Col. 2 lines 40-44) 

30. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
Blumenau (U.S. Patent 6,665,714) in view of Fisher (U.S. Patent 6,513,101). 

31 . For claim 20, Blumenau teaches, a method comprising: 

maintaining a descriptor table on a server in a non-volatile memory for a plurality of 
known devices; (see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 33-38) 
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detecting attachment of a device to the server; (see Blumenau, Col. 6 line 62 to Col. 7 
line 12) 

determining if the device is one of the plurality of known devices; and (see Blumenau, 
Col. 5 lines 20-25) 

applying a share allocation from the descriptor table upon attachment if the device is 
one of the plurality of known devices, (see Blumenau, Col. 5 lines 25-31) 

Blumenau fails to teach, the method of Claim 19 further comprising: 

aging out entries from the descriptor table after a corresponding known device has been 

detached for a period of time. 

Fisher teaches, the method of Claim 19 further comprising: 

aging out entries from the descriptor table after a corresponding known device has been 
detached for a period of time, (see Fisher, Col. 7 lines 6-20 ) 

It would be obvious of one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the system of Blumenau with the method of Fisher because Fisher describes a 
storage library manger witch reduces the amount of wasted space, (see Col. 2 lines 16- 
20 and Col. 2 lines 40-44) 



Conclusion 
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32. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent Number 6,807,632, Carpentier et al. , is creates a hash for each file that is 
on the saved to the device. 

U.S. Patent Number 6,327,613, Goshey et al., is a system to share peripheral and any 
other SCSI device across a network. 

U.S. Patent Number 6,067,545, Wolff et al., describes a system that periodically notices 
chances in the network and changes to those changes. Rebalancing the resources 
based on the changes to the network. 

U.S. Pre-grant Publication 20040162921, Teow et al., describes a SAN management 
device that recognized different SCSI and other type of devices and represent these 
devices to remote host' computers. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ajay M Bhatia whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
3906. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on (571 )-272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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